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Following the Convictions of Both Democratic and Republican Local Officials, Author of
NJ Pension Forfeiture Law Demands More Accountability from Government   

Washington, DC – Congressman John Adler today reacted to the conviction of former
Assemblyman Daniel Van Pelt. Mr. Van Pelt, who also served as Lumberton Township
Administrator and as Mayor of Waretown, was found guilty of accepting a bribe and extortion. 
Late last year, Mr. Al Santoro, an Ocean County Democratic Party official, pled guilty to public
corruption charges related to the same federal investigation.

  

"Again, government lets down our local families," Congressman John Adler said. "As families
and seniors play by the rules, we find another local official willing to betray the public trust.  I am
disappointed in our former Assemblyman, and any official of either party willing to abuse his or
her elected office."

  

"Our state and country must deal with the problems of corruption and overall mishandling of
taxpayer dollars in a bipartisan matter.  I wrote the law in New Jersey that takes away pensions
and imposes mandatory prison sentences for public officials found guilty of corruption.
Washington should pass legislation which does the same. Our communities expect and deserve
better," added the Congressman.

  

Background
Congressman Adler, as a member of the NJ State Senate, wrote and helped pass the New
Jersey law that mandates mandatory prison sentences and pension forfeiture for public officials
found guilty of corruption.  In February, the Congressman introduced a similar bill in Congress.

  

Adler's legislation in Congress, The Public Corruption Elimination Act, is a bipartisan bill which
will increase the types of crimes eligible for pension forfeiture to include: bribery, graft,
misappropriation of public funds or property, or conflicts of interest that occurred in connection
with the individual's service as an employee. If passed by Congress and signed into law, any
federal employee convicted of a federal or state felony that includes any of the aforementioned
charges, will have to forfeit their pension.
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